The WoRLD MoNiTOR Readers’ Guide to Better Children’s Television

es GETTING INVOLVED

Community Access. Stimulate local
production of programs involving chil-
dren in all aspects. Programs would be
produced in the community, performed
by community members, and televised
in that community.

Interactive Programming. Experiment
with interactive shows—ones that
would periodically give assignments
for the viewer to read and then follow
up with a suitable quiz.

Children's Network. Start up a sepa-
rate network devoted entirely to edu-
cational and entertainment programs
for children. Using fiber optics you
could separate degrees of instruction
for the households that wanted a spe-
cific level.

Selectivity. Encourage civie-minded
newspapers to accompany their TV
schedules with blank grids, where par-
ents, children, and teachers can choose
what and how many shows will be
watched in the coming week.

eﬁ KNOWING THE WORLD

How Things Are Made. From a box to a
cathedral. Show in stop-action the
steps needed to go from undeveloped
property to a house or apartment
building. Short films from corporations
showing what they make, what raw

materials they use, how they fit into
world trade.

Exploration. Scenes of preschoolers
on trips, with pauses for explanations
and a phone number for parents to call
about openings for their children on
future trips.

Think About It. “Why do we itch?”
“Why exactly do we look upward when
we think?” Answers to questions kids
may be afraid to ask—but could send
in for reply by a funny host.

Current Events Come to Life. Peter
Sellars adapts old plays to modern top-
ics. Jay Leno does jokes. Plus news
and guest singers.

School Life. Kids act out how school
really is.

Where Does Food Come Fram? Go from
a dairy farm to the carton of milk in
the grocery store.

How to Make. Use common household
materials or inexpensive items or
throwaway trash (a bird feeder from a
milk earton).

How to Do. Cooking, plumbing,
wiring, sewing, cleaning house, auto
repairing.

How Things Work. TV, VCR, etc.; bells,
pencil sharpeners, typewriters, door
locks; a house’s hot water system; pro-
gramming, using animation, that
actively involves the child. Materials
and processes that a child can handle

at home along with the show. Or leave
out portions of a scenario and give
directives for the child to “search and
find.”

How Cities Work. Water, food, build-
ings, people, government. Why do cities
fall apart? How do we keep them up?
Differences between cities of the world.

How Society Works. How do prisons,
hospitals, the mail system, ete., oper-
ate?

How |-Got to Be a —. Housecleaner,
architect, engineer. How did they get
their jobs? What subjects did they take
in school? What kind of grades did they
make? What’s the career path? What
do their jobs contribute to the world?
Are there any risks involved?

KNOWING HOW TO ACT

Children and Choices. How to make
decisions between right and wrong,
good and bad.

Home Safety. What to do if an emer-
gency arises and you're home alone.

Getting Together. The value of settling
differences, cooperating with others.
The importance of negotiation, conflict
resolution. The art of communication.

Scouting. Showing skills needed for
earning badges (knot tying, etc.).

Foliowing Directions. Navigation. How
to read manuals.

The Bible. Bible stories that portray
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the values of a civilized society
(courage, kindness, fortitude,
perseverance, brotherly love,
wisdom, economy), especially
put into a child’s context.

Advertising. Examine adver-
tising and alert children as to
what it is, what it does, how it
is used.

é SCHOOL OUTSIDE
OF SCHOOL

Geography. Teach children to
make maps not only of coun-
tries, rivers, mountains, or the
world but also of their room,
house, street, town, and back-
yard.

Art. Color coordination draw-
ing. How to make simple line
drawings, shading, perspective
using basic materials.

Music. A sing-along with
child listeners trying to find the
matching tone, explore harmo-
ny, and identify rhythms.

Sciences. Use animation. A
good cartoonist should be able to make
the smashing of atoms every bit as
entertaining as the smashing of
“puddy-tats.” Use common household
objects to carry out intriguing scien-
tific experiments. If you can't lick em,
join 'em—have the Ninja Turtles
explore the human body and teach
biology.

History. Documentaries as good as
the recent public television Civil War
series that show how people lived in
earlier times but without inauthentic
gimmicks like the TV news broadcast
from the 14th century.

Sports. Teach the rules for popular
sports along with hints for improving
athletic skills and sportsmanship.

Language. Elementary lessons in
various languages, using animation.
Appreciating languages from all over
the world, exploring similarities and
differences, helping to develop under-
standing of other cultures, how to
avoid verbal misunderstandings.

Sign Language. Easy for children to
grasp, lends itself to mime and other
forms of dramatic presentation, and
can play a role in helping children with
learning disabilities. The art of no
longer having to ot.scream each other
to be heard.

Current Events. From a child’s per-
spective: ecology, military operations,
sports, polities, literature, technology.

Social and historical context of present
world problems in understandable
terms. Steer young children in the
direction of reading the daily newspa-
per and weekly/monthly magazines.

REAL-LIFE DRAMA

A Day in the Life of —. Children in dif-
ferent countries showing life styles,
pets, occupations, ete. A gymnast, a
blind child, a camper, a Buddhist, a
farmer, a Masai villager. How do they
eat, dress, go to school, travel? What
does their room look like? What are
their dreams? Teach respect for the
diversity of human beings, highlighting
the richness of various ethnic groups,
subcultures, religions, family units.

Biography. Profiles of famous, suc-
cessful, or gifted people, showing peo-
ple at their best, solving problems,
using traits necessary to succeed.

Lite Styles of the Socially Responsible.
Show the need for young scientists,
pilots, musicians, artists, dentists,
botanists, master carpenters, good
politicians, teachers, chemists, diplo-
mats, actors, dancers, farmers, inven-
tors, economists, and authors to come
along and replace those who are there
now.

Profiles of Children. Inspiring stories
about children, e.g. girl who adopted
nursing home residents as family, mid-
dle schoolers who created their own

n

museum, children actively in-
volved in their communities,
cleaning up litter, fixing up and
painting rundown buildings,
reaching out to elderly and
needy. Recitals by young violin-
ists, pianists, or other musi-
cians showing what children
are capable of achieving.

How to Think. Stories that
show characters thinking: chal-
lenging assumptions, consider-
ing alternative explanations,
gathering evidence, not jump-
ing to conclusions, resisting
stereotypes.

es ART AND LITERATURE

National Library Story Hour.
Librarians from all over the
country read their favorite
poems and stories geared for
children. Interview/visits with
authors and illustrators of chil-
dren’s books.

Performance. Dramatizations
based on “Huckleberry Finn,”
“The Wizard of 0z,” “Charlotte’s
Web,” ete. “Peter and the Wolf” as a
ballet or a drama with teenage actors,
with cutaways to the various instru-
ments that play the theme. Animation
of popular children’s books and mod-
ern and ancient classies such as
“Animal Farm,” “The Odyssey.”

Storytelling. Nondramatized folk
tales, myths, told with the language of
description allowed to convey the ideas
and thoughts. Encourage children to
write their own. What makes a good
story and storyteller?

Stories by Children. Stories written by
children and set to animation.

Great Art. How it speaks to everyone.
Geographical/cultural influences on the
art we see. Tours of the great art gal-
leries of the world.

Poetry. Listening to poetry, memo-
rizing, writing their own verses.

Puppets. More puppet shows!

FUN AND GAMES

Reasoning. Card games, board
games, puzzles that teach reasoning
skills.

Facts. Live game shows that empha-
size basic knowledge in science, geog-
raphy, history.

Amateur Sports. Feature school kids
or teenagers instead of pros.

Humor. Sharing fun riddles, jokes,
puzzles. [ win)

Moy Bt



Here are six proposals that will help the FCC to measure

industry compliance:

The FCC should adopt a Processing Guideline with a more
precise definition of programs specifically designed to
educate and inform children. Qualifying "core" programs
should be defined as "programs at least 30 minutes in length
specifically and primarily designed to educate and inform
children," as the FCC has suggested in its Notice of Inquiry,
Docket #93-48 of March 2, 1993. ’

Stations should be required to identify the "core" programs
meeting the above definition.

Stations should be required to identify the specific
educational or informational need each "core" program is
designed to serve.

Stations should be required to identify each "core" program's
target age group: pre-school (2-5), school-age (6-11), and
teenage (12-16). If an examination of these categories in
license renewal applications indicates that an age group is
underserved by "core" programs, the FCC should promulgate
additional guidelines to better equalize service to children.

The FCC Processing Guideline should count as "core" programs
only those programs aired between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m., with
special attention to times appropriate to reach the age group
listed as the target audience by the licensee.

The FCC Processing Guideline should specify a minimum of
seven hours per week of regularly scheduled "core" programs,
with special emphasis on the need for Monday through Friday
as well as weekend "core” programs on every station.

As the 1974 Policy Statement makes clear, "[tlhere is a

tendency on the part of many stations to confine all or most of

their children's programming to Saturday and Sunday mornings...

It is clear that children do not limit their viewing in this

manner.
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The Policy Statement also stated, "Even though we are not
adopting rules specifying a set number of hours to be presented,
we wish to emphasize that we do expect stations to make a
meaningful effort in this area." The Children's Television Act
reinforced the idea that broadcasting must provide educational
shows for children without specifying an amount. The response of
the NAB, in its "Service to Children's Television Idea éook" of
1991, proves that the FCC must spell out exactly how much service
children are entitled to per broadcast day. The NAB calls its

Idea Book a "point of reference for you when designing your

children's programs," and states:

While the amount of "specifically designed” programming
each station airs will vary according to its
circumstances, many private practice broadcast lawyers
have voiced the opinion that they will counsel their
clients to air at least a weekly half-hour of
educational and informational programs for children.

Suppose that all television time was devoted to children's TV
-- with a half-hour a week -- or an hour a week -- or even an hour
a day providing news and information for adults. How long would
it take for public policy to decide that broadcasters must provide
more adult time to satisfy our citizens' need~to-know? Do we care
more about educating our adult population than our children?

One broadcast entity that does provide a rich menu of
entertaining programs designed to excite kids' minds and
imaginations is the Public Broadcasting Service, PBS, an
institution that had barely begun when I first came to the FCC.

With "Mister Rogers' Neighborhood," "Sesame Street," "Long Ago &
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Far Away," "3-2-1 Contact" and "Where in the World is Carmen
Sandiego?," PBS has made TV learning in school and at home a high
adventure.

Given its limited resources, public broadcasting's record in
serving young audiences is remarkable for the array of choices it
offers to children of various ages and for its willingness to

tackle hard-to-handle topics and make them understandable to kids.

If new rules and an FCC Processing Guideline are not enough
to guarantee TV industry compliance with the mandate to serve
children, I propose an alternative solution. The FCC should
relieve broadcasters of their public service obligation to
children and instead charge the industry a very small percentage
of its revenues. That money should be allocated to the Public
Broadcasting System to use for programs specifically designed to
educate children. Fortunately, PBS knows precisely what that
mandate means. I believe a reasonable amount is $100,000,000
annually, which is less than half of 1% of the revenues of the TV

broadcast industry.

As Justice Warren Burger has written:

A broadcaster seeks and is granted the free and
exclusive use of a limited and valuable part of the
public domain; when he accepts that franchise, it is
burdened by enforceable public obligations. A newspaper
can be operated at the whim or caprice of its owners; a
broadcast station cannot.

A5 the new Center for Media Education study proves,

commercial station service to young audiences is still capricious

14



at best. The good news is that the present inhabitants of the
White House have put the health and education of America's

children at the center of its concerns.

I'm sure you will, too!
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Millicent Green Statement for
the En Banc hearing
on

Children’s Television

Good morning, my name is Millicent Green. I have just
completed the 7th grade at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School in
Washington, D.C. I am also a reporter for Children’s Express, a
national non-profit youth development and leadership organization
which uses oral journalism to give children a significant voice
in the world.

Children’s Express is a news service researched, reported
and edited by children such as me for audiences of all ages.
Last year I participated in public hearings in Washington, D.C,
on Violence in Child’s Life: At Home, At School, and On The
Streets.

I have been asked to talk today about children’s television
programming. In my opinion children’s programs should be
educational, fun, and also interesting. Shows such as "Not Just
News, " and "National Geographic,” in my opinion are defined as
educational, fun, and interesting.

"Not Just News," and "National Geographic," are simpler for
children to understand.

"Not Just News" speaks on topics and subjects around the



world, and "National Geographic" teaches about the animals around

the world.
These are two of the
that I am familiar with.
In my view there are
informational programs on
educational shows if they

many other children would

many children’s educational programs

not enough educational and
television. I know I would watch good
were on television and I believe that

watch such shows.

And now for my closing remarks. Television is like food,

you have to eat it in moderation. Children’s television programs-

can be a good education tool. On the other hand, bad television

is like junk food. Too much of it can become addictive.
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CHILDREN'S EXPRESS

AT A GLANCE

. Created in 1975, Children's Express(CE) is a national non-proﬁt youth development
and leadership organization which uses oral journalism to give chiidren a significant
voice in the world.

. CE is a news service researched, reported and edited by CE reporters (8-13) and teen
editors (14-18) for audiences of all ages,

. Headquartered in Washington, DC, CE operates news bureaus in New York,
Washington, DC, Indianapolis and Marquette, MI with satellite bureaus in Atlanta,
Oakliand and Houston.

. CE 's weekly column is syndicated to newspapers sround the country, including
Knight-Ridder's Newspapers(28 newspspers), Newhouse Newspapers(24 newspapers),
The Indisnapolis Star, the New York Amstardam News, the Montgomerv(AL)
Advertiser, the_Graenvilla(SC) Naws, the Wagco(IX) Tribune Herald and Tha Sentigel
(Prince George's and Montgomery County, MD) newspapers.

. CE has published three books, including the recently released,

Qur Children Tell Us About Violence in Amarica (Crown/ Random House).

, . In October, 1993, CE reporters convened three days of public hearings in Washington,

~ DC on Violence in the Child's Life: At Home, At School, and On the Streets. The
proceedings were covered gavei-to-gavel by Howard University's public television
station, WHMM Channel 32. Television news coverage of the event and three one-
hour edits of the proceedings for public television reached millions of viewers.

. CE was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in 1982; and received George Foster Peabody
and Emmy Awards for coverage of the 1988 presidential campaign.

. 'CE reporters and editors have appeared on Today, Good Morning America, 60
Minutes, 20/20, Sonya Live (CNN), network evening shows, ABC, CBS and NBC
evening news, Public Television, and countless local television programs; CE has
been heard and covered on National Public Radio, the Diane Rehm Show and

numerous other radio shows.

’ CE news teams have covered the past five Presidential elections; and for the past six
years have held a bi-annual symposium on "The Media and Children's Issues,”
involving journalists, experts and reporters from various CE News Bureaus. In 1978,
CE convened hearings on incarcerated youth.

. CE has developed the Reporting, Editing And Publishing(REAP) Program which is an
in-school curriculum for at-risk middie school students. The objective of the REAP
‘ program is to raise students' self-esteem and awareness and to improve their written
- and verbal communication skills. Presently, the REAP curriculum is being
implemented in classrooms in Louisville and San Diego.
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Good morning, my name is Millicent Green. I have just
completed the 7th grade at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School in
Washington, D.C. I am also a reporter for Children’s Express, a
national non-profit youth development and leadership organization
which uses oral journalism to give children a significant voice in

the world.

Children’s Express is a news service researched, reported and
edited by child}en and teenagers who are 8 to 18 for audiences of
all ages. Headquartered in Washington, D.C., CE operates news
bureaus in New York, Washington,D.C., Indianapolis, Oakland and
Marquette, MI. CE produces a weekly column that is sent over the
wire services to newspapers across the country. CE was nominated
for a Pulitzer Prize in 1982, and in 1988 received a George Foster
Peabody Award and an Emmy Award for its coverage of the 1988
presidential campaign. CE has also published five books. In
October of 1993, I participated in CE’s National Hearings on
Violence in the Child’'s Life: at Home, at School and on
the Streets.

I have been asked to talk today about children’s programming.
Children’s programs should be educational, fun, and interesting
because children will enjoy themselves and at thé same ‘time
learn about new and educational things.

The shows, "Not Just News," and "National Geographic," are
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educational, fun and interesting. I like "Not Just News" because
it talks about the things that happen around the world in a
language that I can understand. I like "National Geographic"
because it talks about the animals around the world. It shows the
animals in action in their natural habitat.

There are not enough educational and informational
programs on television. I want to see more shows like "Ghost
Writer" which gives children clues to solve mysteries. It also
teaches children how to deal with different situations such as drug
abuse. I know I would watch good educational shows if they were on
television and I believe that many other children would watch such
shows . |

Some of the programs children watch are not all necessarily
children’'s programs. The programs are for adults but are shown at
times when children are watching. Some of these programs are
highly overrated. These programs'cause racial, religious,
appearance, and gender stereotypes to be formed in children’s
minds. When I watch "Married with Children", I see Kelly and I see
a young girl who is stereotyped as a dumb, blond-haired, blue-eyed
female. 1I'd rather see something that is more realistic.

Some children would rather choose an inappropriate program
over an educational program because children like to be
entertained. Inappropriate programs often entertain children with
vioclence. I think this form of entertainment can influence
violence in a child’s life. When the younger children that I
babysit watched cartoons such as Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, they °

want to imitate the characters in the programs. They made karate



movements and sounds like the turtles.

I want the television networks to put more children’s
television programs that are educational and entertaining on for a
greater amount offtime. I want to be able to turn on the
television, no matter what time it is, and find a program made
especially for me.

In closing, I’'d like to say that television is like food, you
have to eat it in moderation. Children’s television programs can be
a good education tool. On the other hand, bad television is like

junk food, too much of it is addictive.
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NEW YORK STATE EXPERIMENTAL
Pre KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
SYDELLE BLATT

Acting Supervisor

Cardner Avenue Extension
Middletown, N.Y. 10940
Phone (914) 341-5280

Fax (914) 343-0644

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street

Washington, DC 20554

Attn: Chairman James Quello

Dear Chairman Quello:

As parents of the Middletown Prekindergarten Program, we
would 1like to voice our dissatisfaction with the level of
programming available to our children. Even some cartoons
are not educational but demonstrate force and violence in a
manner inappropriate for children's viewing. An example,
Ren & Stympe, is totally unacceptable.

Beside creative program content, an important improvement
would be the timing of good educational programs. Late
afternocons, early evening and weekend would be the most
appropriate viewing time.

An example of a worthwhile educational program is Barney.

It teaches parenting, manners, fire safety, counting, how
to deal with strangers, share toys, get along with siblings.
Other good examples are the age 0ld Sesame Street,

Mr. Rogers, and 321 contact.

We have other suggestions. We would like to see more choices
that enrich children's lives like teaching another language,
i.e. Spanish, teaching discipline and a sense of responsi-
bility. We also think programs that teach parenting skills
would be an important benefit to children and their families.

Sincerely,
Lt ez \Sopreco ™
/ No. of Copies rec'd @
ListABCDE

Accredited by Middle Atlantic States Association of Colleges and Schools
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Cardner Avenue Extension
Middletown, N.Y. 10940
Phone (914) 341-5280

Fax (914) 343-0644

NEW YORK STATE EXPERIMENTAL
Pre KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
SyDELLE BLATT

Acting Supervisor

April 28, 1993

D~
T e Yy
Federal Communications Commission ARQ; v
1919 M Street S L%
Washington, DC 20554 N
Attn: Chairman James Quello 1W@“;§gg?%pm“h
1y

Dear Chairman Quello:

As parents of the Middletown Prekindergarten Program, we
would like to voice our dissatisfaction with the level of
programming available to our children. Even some cartoons
manner inappropriate for children's viewing. An example,
Ren & Stympe, is totally unacceptable.

Beside creative program content, an important improvement
would be the timing of good educational programs. Late
afternoons, early evening and weekend would be the most
appropriate viewing time.

An example of a worthwhile educational program is Barney.

It teaches parenting, manners, fire safety, counting, how
to deal with strangers, share toys, get along with siblings.
Other good examples are the age old Sesame Street,

Mr. Rogers, and 321 contact.

We have other suggestions. We would like to see more choices
that enrich children's lives like teaching another language,
i.e. Spanish, teaching discipline and a sense of responsi-
bility. We also think programs that teach parenting skills
would be an important benefit to children and their families.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec’d O
ListABCDE

Accredited by Middle Atlantic States Associntion of Colleges and Schools
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Mid . N.Y. 10940
Phone (914) 341-5280
Fax (914) 343-0644

INEW YORK STATE EXPERIMENTAL
PrE KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
SYDELLE BLATT

Acting Supervisor

April 28, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street e,
Washington, DC 20554 LT
Attn: Chairman James Quello

Dear Chairman Quello:

As parents of the Middletown Prekindergarten Program, we
would like to voice our dissatisfaction with the level of
programming available to our children. Even some cartoons
are not educational but demonstrate force and violence in a
manner inappropriate for children's viewing. An example,
Ren & Stympe, is totally unacceptable.

Beside creative program content, an important improvement
would be the timing of good educational programs. Late
afternoons, early evening and weekend would be the most
appropriate viewing time.

An example of a worthwhile educational program is Barney.

It teaches parenting, manners, fire safety, counting, how
to deal with strangers, share toys, get along with siblings.
Other good examples are the age old Sesame Street,

Mr. Rogers, and 321 contact.

We have other suggestions. We would like to see more choices
that enrich children's lives like teaching another language,
i.e. Spanish, teaching discipline and a sense of responsi-
bility. We also think programs that teach parenting skills
would be an important benefit to children and their families.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd O
ListABCDE

Accredited by Middle Atlantic States Association of Colleges and Schools
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INEW YORK STATE EXPERIMENTAL
PrE KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
SYDELLE BLATT

Acting Supervisor

Cardner Avenue Extension
Middletown, N.Y. 10940
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April 28, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, DC 20554

Attn: Chairman James Quello DOCKET F”-E COPY ORIG’NAI
Dear Chairman Quello:

As parents of the Middletown Prekindergarten Program, we
would like to voice our dissatisfaction with the level of
programming available to our children. Even some cartoons
are not educational but demonstrate force and violence in a
manner inappropriate for children's viewing. An example,
Ren & Stympe, is totally unacceptable.

Beside creative program content, an important improvement
would be the timing of good educational programs. Late
afternoons, early evening and weekend would be the most
appropriate viewing time.

An example of a worthwhile educational program is Barney.

It teaches parenting, manners, fire safety, counting, how
to deal with strangers, share toys, get along with siblings.
Other good examples are the age old Sesame Street,

Mr. Rogers, and 321 contact.

We have other suggestions. We would like to see more choices
that enrich children's lives like teaching another language,
i.e. Spanish, teaching discipline and a sense of responsi-
bility. We also think programs that teach parenting skills
would be an important benefit to children and their families.

Sincerely, N
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Federal Communications Commission s
1919 M Street oo
Washington, DC 20554

Attn: Chairman James Quello

Dear Chairman Quello:

As parents of the Middletown Prekindergarten Program, we
would like to voice our dissatisfaction with the level of
programming available to our children. Even some cartoons
are not educational but demonstrate force and violence in a
manner inappropriate for children's viewing. An example,
Ren & Stympe, is totally unacceptable.

Beside creative program content, an important improvement
would be the timing of good educational programs. Late
afternoons, early evening and weekend would be the most
appropriate viewing time.

An example of a worthwhile educational program is Barney.

It teaches parenting, manners, fire safety, counting, how
to deal with strangers, share toys, get along with siblings.
Other good examples are the age o0ld Sesame Street,

Mr. Rogers, and 321 contact.

We have other suggestions. We would like to see more choices
that enrich children's lives like teaching another language,
i.e. Spanish, teaching discipline and a sense of responsi-
bility. We also think programs that teach parenting skills
would be an important benefit to children and their families.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd 0 &Vj/

ListABCODE
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April 28, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street

Washington, DC 20554

Attn: Chairman James Quello

Dear Chairman Quello:

As parents of the Middletown Prekindergarten Program, we
would like to voice our dissatisfaction with the level of
programming available to our children. Even some cartoons
are not educational but demonstrate force and violence in a
manner 1nappropr1ate for children's viewing. An example,
Ren & Stympe, is totally unacceptable.

Beside creative program content, an important improvement
would be the timing of good educational programs. Late
afternoons, early evening and weekend would be the most
appropriate viewing time.

An example of a worthwhile educational program is Barney.

It teaches parenting, manners, fire safety, counting, how
to deal with strangers, share toys, get along with 51b11ngs.
Other good examples are the age old Sesame Street,

Mr. Rogers, and 321 contact.

We have other suggestions. We would like to see more choices
that enrich children's lives like teaching another language,
i.e. Spanish, teaching discipline and a sense of responsi-
bility. We also think programs that teach parenting skills
would be an important benefit to children and their families.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd
ListABCDE

Accredited by Middle Atlantic States Association of Colleges and Schools
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NEW YORK STATE EXPERIMENTAL
PRE KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
SyDELLE BLaTT

Acting Supervisor

Cardner Avenue Extension
Middletown, N.Y. 10940
Phone (914) 341-5280

Fax (914) 343-0644

April 28, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street

Washington, DC 20554

Attn: Chairman James Quello

Dear Chairman Quello:

As parents of the Middletown Prekindergarten Program, we
would like to voice our dissatisfaction with the level of
programming available to our children. Even some cartoons
are not educational but demonstrate force and violence in a
manner inappropriate for children's viewing. An example,
Ren & Stympe, is totally unacceptabile.

Beside creative program content, an important improvement
would be the timing of good educational programs. Late
afternoons, early evening and weekend would be the most
appropriate viewing time.

An example of a worthwhile educational program is Barney.

It teaches parenting, manners, fire safety, counting, how
to deal with strangers, share toys, get along with siblings.
Other good examples are the age 0ld Sesame Street,

Mr. Rogers, and 321 contact.

We have other suggestions. We would like to see more choices
that enrich children's lives like teaching another language,
i.e. Spanish, teaching discipline and a sense of responsi-
bility. We also think programs that teach parenting skills
would be an important benefit to children and their families.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd %
ListABCDE

Accredited by Middle Atlantic States Association of Colleges and Schools



